A VIEW FROM THE TOWER*

- July 15, 1900 -

IS THE CHINA TROUBLE PROPHETICALLY SIGNIFICANT?

Apparently a serious crisis in the world’s affairs is being reached in China. For the past sixty years
Europeans have been intruding themselves upon the Chinese, ostensibly for the benevolent purpose
of blessing the Chinese with European civilization, but really for commercial purposes — supplying
their needs for a money consideration. Subsequently, about forty years ago, under compulsory
regulations forced upon the Chinese, Christian missionaries were permitted to enter the Flowery
Empire to contradict its religious and moral ideas cherished for centuries. The new religion brought
family strife — especially because it taught the people that their ancestors (whom the Chinese
worship as demi-gods), not being believers in the only name wherein is salvation, were lost
eternally — doomed to everlasting torments.

These missionaries, and all foreign merchants who lodged with them, were specially protected by
treaty laws and regulations, and thus were exempted from Chinese laws and became a favored
people, possessed of greater privileges and liberties than the natives. Moreover, the missionaries
(especially the Romanists, from all accounts) attempted to extend these special treaty rights to such
Chinese as professed conversion — the priests became the attorneys of their people, and by
arguments and threats, etc., generally got their faithful free from charges brought against them.

Thus inch by inch the white man forcibly intruded upon the yellow man, until the war between
China and Japan, which displayed to the civilized world the helplessness of China, the second
greatest nation of the world numerically (400,000,000). Since then the white man’s arrogance has
increased, and the newspapers of the world have told the Chinese that it is only a question of time
until their nation will no longer exist, being divided among the nations of Europe, who have grasped
ports and whole districts, compelling a nominal acquiescence on the part of the Chinese.

The Chinese are a thrifty people and peaceably disposed and not specially patriotic — else they
would not have submitted to these intrusions so long as they have. Indeed, they are quite tolerant
toward foreigners who will adopt their civilization, submit to their laws and mind their own
business. Understanding the circumstances, we cannot so much wonder at the recent uprising
against foreigners under the auspices of an athletic society called the “Boxers.” It is worthy of note
that the present outbreak, while it has extended to all missionaries and all foreigners, nevertheless
began with Roman Catholics exclusively. Much as we must deprecate the killing of many
missionaries and many native converts, we must admit that such an uprising would have occurred
long ago among white men of any nationality. Lack of patriotic sentiment amongst the Chinese, and
inferior armament, etc., accounts for the delay of this outbreak: the people have been kept so busy
providing for life’s necessities that love of money has crowded out love of country.

Europe is astounded at the late uprising, for two reasons. (1) It offers a suggestion that a patriotic
feeling may yet take hold of the Chinese, which with their overwhelming numbers would make
them a menace to Europe; for they could muster an army twice as numerous as could all Europe



combined — an army accustomed to obedience, and very economical. (2) Even should the whites
succeed in coercing the Chinese, and hold the kingdom as a vassal empire, or divide it amongst the
“more civilized,” the danger is that international jealousies over shares in the spoils, “spheres of
influence,” etc., would ultimately lead to great wars, far-reaching in their influence, and quite
possibly involving all Europe.

It is from this standpoint that affairs in China are of special interest to those who know that we are
living in the harvest time of the Gospel age, and who are instructed from the Word of God to expect
this age to close with a great time of trouble — beginning with international complications, and
ending with anarchy. . . .

* Reprinted in part; text unaltered; American spelling retained. Author, C.T. Russell.
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